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ABJ URATION 


| 25 May be grounded. EE 
> AMES. FT Ss 
1. That all lawful Power is derived from the Preroga- | 5 
tive of Divine Providence. 1 
II. That all Rights and Titles of Succeſſion depend up-| | 3 
on the Determination of the Supreme Legiſlative F 
| | Power. 
II. That all Oaths are taken with Submiſſion to Di- | | + . 
| vine Providence and the Legiſlative Power. 0 i 
IV. That we ought Freely and Willingly to Swear to | | 1 
© ts Good. that which -we believe to be for the Publick | "4 | 
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Prince I. 


Bren of Divine Providence. 


O D diſpo os of Governments, and * 
conveys * his Authority to Governours, 
The Atheiſt wou'd ſuppoſe that Men 
; are a ſort of Aborigines ſprung out of 

the Earth, or that a Crew of them were calt up- 
on an Iſland where every one had equal * 
1＋* therefore that all Power is . 

People: A very r to teach 
0 re without G World, 
But as we believe there is'0ne God, the Cre- 
ator and Governovr of Man, ſo we believe all 
Tawful Power is derived from him, which * 


vag of his Power he makes known to us, e 


— 


That all Lawful Power is derived from the 


Principles for the taking 


ther by the Light of Nature, by Divine Revela- 
tion * the te of his Providence. | 


— n 


ed with go Paternal Power; that the Son 2 


to be obedient to the Father; And had the 


World continued in a may of Broad] no 


ther ſort of Government 


| „ & +. 4. „ 


IC Luſt and Paſſion having b 
Corrupted Nature of Man, Ambition and Co- 


vetouſneſs prevailing by Degrees; particular Fa- 
milies wou d no longer obſerve the Rules of 


ſtice to one another, nor be in Subjection to the 


Elder Houſe :- ſulce: alſo in the proceſs of time 


ona d, chat it was not poſſible'2o] kiiaw who 
had the Seniorit 5 Adam: It was neceſ- 
ſary that God ſhou'd by his Providence In- 


ſtitute a more 8 ublick Corea, to. which- 


many Families dug be ſubjett that the Animo- 


but that they might have-recourſe to ſane ſupe- 


riout Juſtice, fora peaceable Redreſs of their mu- 
; rualTnjaries. 


The Model of this Government, the li 2h 
Nature does nor teach us; for the Li ht. 
rure reveals only thoſe things Which! 7755 
been 8 it we had Oe. 

Ian The oyer· rul pp . 158 7 
now Nations, and diſpoſes of Goyerg 


in what Firm ſover ALA l e 


+. By che Lig th krieche; Oe ale f 1 


Nen 


ſown in the 


— were multiplied, and he life of Man ſo 


ſities of contend Clans not deſtroy them, 


t ak 
72 
705 


— 


"the Outh f aer. 


„ 


chical, "Ariflocratical Democratical, or mixt. 

Every Nation of the World is fatisfied that its 
own Form is lawful, that its own Conſtitution 
ought to be maintained. The Yenetiens are not 
cony inced in their Conſeiences that they ought to 
llave a King, nor will the Polanders own that an 
Elected King is unla w ſul, nor the French confeſs 
chat in an hereditary Monarchy tis unjuſt to ſet a- 
{ide the Female Heir; though tkis comes neareft 
to the Violation of natural Right. 
- The Worfd is agreed that the prefent Settle- 
ment gives the law Form, though Reafon tells 
us Where it is mixt, of the paternal Power, and 
the Peoples conſent, it comes neareſt the Origi- 
nal 5 — and the preſent Neceffity : For 
ſince Government muſt be over Families which 
have no known Relation to one another, if the 
Chief of them come in to adviſe and ſupport it, 
this Mixture of the Legiſlative Power muſt be 
moſt ſtrong for the Preſervation of the Whole. 

Fo that from the Light of Nature qe know no 
mare, tham that there muſt be a Government o- 
ver Men, and this muſt be publick over Families 
of: nektiowtt Relation to one another: but what 
ſhall be the Form or Succeffion of this Govern- 
meꝶt is not determined thereby. | 

IH 

25 L ſee what Divine Rointation farther | 
FTeaches us. In the old Teftament we have thoſe 
Herr of Government, which the Jews ſhowd at 
ſeyeraftimes be under. It was at firſt Patriarchal, 


u ſubject to Moſer and _—_ 


0K; 


—— 
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Af terwards God raiſed them up Judges to betheir, 
Rulers, and at laſt ſettled them under an Heredita- 
ry Succeſſion of Kings. | 


This was a Theocracy, God's Government of 


his own peculiar People; And therefore the Con- 
ſtitution was revealed from Heaven, and often 
the very Perſoa to be Invelted with it declared 
from thence : But this was not revealed as a Mo- 
del for other Nations, nor hath God dealt ſo with 

any other People We find that at the com- 
ing of Shiloh, this Kingdom was to have an end: 

And it, was not the Buſineſs of our Bleſſed Lord 
to regulate the Kingdoms, and determine the In- 

heritances of chis World. He never tells us we 
{hou'd be obliged to the Jewiſh Forms, nor which 
of them we ſhou d chooſe: ſo that in the Ne 


Teſtament we have only ground Rules to ſubmic 


to the Governmeats of orld, as. we find 
them: ſettled, and ſuch as. they are to ſupport. 


and maintain them. 


"4 


This was the Doctrine of our. Bleſſed Saviour | 


and his Apotles ;. That we ſhou'd acknowledge. 
thoſe, who are in the full Poſſeſſion obthe Supreme. 


Power, to be our Rightful and 'Lawful Sove- 


T S., | py e. 

When the Jews came to our Bleſſed Lord up- 
on this Queſtion; He paſſes hy all other Conlide. 
rations; He neither tells them that the Scepter 
was departed from Judah, upon which their an- 
tient Rights were extinguiſhed, nor allows them 
any Excuſe, : becauſe the Emperour had alterd 
the Farm of the Roman Government, but puts it 

5 | | ' wholly 


| 
| 


| 
| 


4 } 


maintains all 1 


N 
ks 
— ———_— _ 4 
— — 


. Oath: rof Hb juration. 


holly' upon. n this; That God had inveſted Car 
with e Sovereignty, and therefore his Authority 
.ooghtto be as Current with them as his Coin. 
5 Chriſt; had Jook?d upon Tiberius Cæſar, the 
— — whom he decided this 
Queſtion, as à Ufurper, he wou'd never have or- 
der d the Tribute to be paid to Him; or if he 
AN * che Mind xp his Diſci ples ſhou'd 
n Right of a Secular Go» 
— 10 f — never Have done the 
contrary, for the ſake of him who was the very 
_ Succefſour to him that ſettled the Monar- 


ks have al the Reaſon i in the World to Jodke 
upon Queen "Anze's Title as incomparably better, 
than that of Tiberius Ceſar, who was only the A- 
dopted Son of Aagaſtus, born of Livia before he 
Married her, and afterwards Husbagd - of his 
Daughter Julia: who went on ſuppreſſing all 
ne antient Liberties of the Common-wealth : 


y Ew our Sovereign is in the neareſt Proximi- 


ood, undoubtedly deſcended from a lo 
Regal Anceſtours, and to the ut 
The Powers that ; ſays the Apoſtle, are or- 
dained of God; and after he has ſet them up, 
the reſiſting them, 1 is reſiſting the Ordinance: of 
God. Thale «ra e Powers that be are all 
1 2 2 at any time, or in any Place, 
The Text can no more be 

to r State of the Romans, 


Il the reſt of the 3 general Rules, 


rain of 


_ iT whigh 


e — 


9 
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which equally conncern all People in the like Cir» 


cumſtances. 5 5 
This obliged them to a Submiſſion to the Go- 
vernment, when by Divine Providence the ver 
Conſtitution was changed, and therefore 
more ſtrongly obliges us, when only the Gover- 
nour is changed, and the Government remains 
the ſame. Thus far only, the Holy Seripture 
goes by general Directions, to require a Conſci- 
entious Obedience to thoſe Powers, which by the 
Divine Providence are ſettled in the World. 


. 


the particular Determinatiods of the Empires and 


Kingdoms of the World: Tis the Prerogative of 


God, as Supreme Governour, to pluck up and to 
pulldown, and to deſtroy a Nation or 2 ; 


. : 


and again, to Build and Plant a Nation or King- 


God foretold: and ordered the four Univerſal: 
Empires, He ordained when they ſhow'd rife, and 
when they ſhow'd fall; What their Conſtitution 
ſhow'd: be, and how they ſhowd: ſucceed one an- 
other. Under the firſt: of he foretold that 
his own. People ſhowd' be led | 
Commands their Submiſſive and Peaceful Behavi- 
our in the time of their Captivity, thus the Lord 
by 233 Jeremiah-ſends to them + 
. Ton ſball ſeck:the Prace uf the City whither I have 


eaufed Jou tu be carried awayCaptivet, and pray unto 


-— —— www — 


— — —ę— — 


They 


3. The Courſe of Divine Providence gives us 


ptive, and then 


ds Lord for i, far in th Pen ture puke i- 


Feaceably enter that Government hib i had 


—_—_— 


* —  — Cw UA©_w_____wwu.ÞdAÞ_ @Al/l.qe. 


i >a . 1 * 


the "Oath of Abjuration, 


They wou'd have been the moſt abominable 
Hypocrites, if whilſt they had pray'd for Peace, 
they had fallen into Parties and Factions, and had 
8 the Diſturbance and Deſtruction of the 
State. Indeed, God had then declared the fall 
of Babyloy, and diſcover'd Cyrus by Name to be 
their Deliverer, but this was to be his own Works, 
they were in the mean time to live Loyally and 


we mu 
fir 


as a Good Governour, and calls us to our particu- 
lar Duties under him, then we muſt with Reve- 
rence ſubmit to the Divine Pleaſure. "WE 
He that does not regard this, wants Religion; 
and he that does not know, what is to be at- 
tributed. to the Wickedneſs of Men and Devils, 
and what js alſo to be attributed to the Good 
Govergmeat of God, * a true Underſtand 
5 95 ; 2 ing 
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_On_C OS — eld — — 


ing of his Religion. AJ] Treaſons and Injuſtice 
ariſe from the Luſts and Paſſions of Men, by the 
Inſtigation of the Devil; and though God ſor 
Good Reaſons ſhou d give Succeſs to theſe, as for 
the Punifhment of our Sins, yet his permiſſive 
Providence males no immorality lawful: But as 
Judge of the World he will Puniſh-every parti- 
cular Perſon, even for his ſucceſsful Mickedneſs. 
*Tis done contrary to his revealed Will, and 


* 


thoſe that oppoſe it are his Enemies 
Tis our Buſineſs to know what are the Works 
of God, and what are the Works of the Devil; 
that we may ſerye God in our Generation, whilſt 
we rendunes the Enemy of Mankind: The Pe- 
vil loves Treaſon and Reballion, Blobd and Nume: 
He ſtirs up the Pride, Ambition, and Covetouſ- 
neſs of Men, whereby her may Compals- theſe 
Deſigns which we deteſt* He wou'd be ever 
carrying them on, and Wicked Men are his un- 
wearied Slaves: But God allays the Storms, He 
ftilleth the noiſe of the Seas, the noiſe of the Waves, 
and the tumults of the People. 

Tis very eaſy to diſtinguiſh between the Work 
of God, and the Work of the Devil? Every vile 
Incendiary may deſtroy a City; but toxeſtore it 
muſt be the Work of Power, Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs. And 'tis as eaſy to diſcern our Duty: The 
Devils and Wicked Men are permitted to pull 
down and deſtroy, but certainly we are not F 
joyn with them, either in bringing back old Con- 
fulions, or raiſing new ones; God and Good Men 


— — 2 — 23 


Build up-and Plant ;- Certainly we are obliged to 
* * dome 


— ñ— * , _ 
_ 


the Oath of Abjuration. 


come in a And aſſiſt, and maintain the Settlement 


Which they have made 


to which we are obliged to ſubmit 
over - ruling Providence in it. 


as the viſible 
gave William 


the ww — his Title by force of Arms, and he 


iliam the Deliuerer his Title b che Con- 
— * the People. One was oppos d as the In- 
vader of England; the other was embraced as 
the Reſtorer of its Laws and Liberties: but beth 
of them were aby God, plac'd and-maintain'd' 
upon the Throne by and had their Autho-- 
ri from him. 
hough ful we muß acknowledgethis Die.” 
— in their Title, chat he Who came in as Con- 
2 and was- oppos d by all the Force that 
People cou d make againſt him; had a right 
by Conqueſt to their Eſtates; Whereas he who! 
came to be a Deliverer (and therefore was not 
oppos d by the People, but gladly receiv'd by 
them who had no obligation to Aſſiſt in the over- 
turning thoſe Laws and Liberties, which the Su- 
preme Legiſlative Power had eſtabliſhed) was 
oblig*d to maintain thoſe IRS hich he came to 
erve. 
There is more Reaſon that a peaceful Revolu- 
tion ſhou d: transfer the Crown, and the Subjects 
Allegiance, than a bloody Conqueſt. 'They are 
indeed, bath brought to paſs by over-ruling Pro- 
vidence, but that which is moſt Bloody, is for: 
the molt part by permiſſive Providence, whereas, 


_ which is moſt peaceful, is for the . 


Nor is it ſo much the ſort of the Revolution: 


„42444 15 * — . 
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from Active Proxidence; Though indeed, God's 
Providence is Active, even when it is permiſſive, 
it ovet· rules the Evil it permits: but tis not ac- 
tive in the Exil, except of Puniſhmeot; tis Ace 
tive only in doing Good, and bringing Good out 
Evil. But with relation to our Duty, we ought 
certainly moſt to reverence that Act of his 
Providence, wherein his Goodneſs, does molt ma · 
To joaſe the Girdle of Kings without doing 
their Per ſons any Harm, may be ond to be the 
ſpecial Work of God, and therefore ought to be 
moſt reverenced by us: but to Murder them and 
their people, eſpeeialy in cold Blood, is the 
hlackeſt Scene of permiſſive Providence, and 
therefore ought to be moſt abhorr'd by us. 
Two unbloody Revolutions did we know in 
the laſt Age brought to paſs, not by Battle, but 
Conceſſhon-; Now if we hear the Commands 
of God better by a ſtill Voice, than by a Whirl- 
wind, and an Earthquake; we ought chiefly to 
own the Characters of God's Authority in the 
Settlement of thoſe Governments, which have ſo 
much of his Goodneſs and Mercy in them, 
We cannot but fee ſuch an active over-ruling 
Providence, that we muſt either ſuppoſe there is 
no Divine Settlement of Nations, or elſe we muſt. 
own that this Nation now has it. 
Let us then acknowledge the Prerogative of 
Divine Providence, and pray for the Peace of 
that Government, under which we enjoy our Re- 
62 that 


"the Oath of Da: a 


11 


ld... A. 


that is dear to u. *Tis certainly our Du 
well as our Intereſt, by the moſt ſolem Oat ths to 
our Selves in the Defence of it, with a 


is: ubmiſſion to * Supreme Governour of we 
World. : 


— 
—— 8 PR 11 —— n — 
— — — 


| Principle II. 


A Ri bes nd Tiles of Sucefom depend up- 


on the Determination of the 888 — 


lative Power.. - ' 


| Wee lays any 1 Clainico i, maſt 
4 


either ſhow his Seniority from Adam, or 


2 particular Revelation from Arme, or that it 
is e. him by the Prerogative of Divine Provi- 
dence. There can be no other Rightful and Law - 
ful way, becauſe all Humane Rights muſt be ſub- 
je& to the ſupreme Power, which is God's Ordi- 
nance, 90 che Government of us here on Earth. 


II the Fower be pueely Monarchical then the 
Succeſſion muſt be determin'd by the ſole Plea- 
ſure of the Prince: His Will, when there are no 
Fre- engagements, is a Law: | But if the Supreme 


Power be lodg d in Prince and People together, 
chen there muſt be an entire Se of all. 


etl 


. * 
* * . 1 * 
* \ : : 4 « x - * 


er 


And: 


2 — 


J Principles Yor the tali 


except the neceſſary Preſervatibn'of their Religion 


Ad our Conſtitution is ſo happy that there is 


no fear of au undue Settlement; For the Prince 
Will ou of natural Affection deſire to continus 
the Suceeſſion ameng his own Relations, ſo that 
if there be not an utter Failure of the Royal ine, 
we ſhall al wa er one of the — — Birth: 
and the People ( ſinee all- Changes are hazardous) 
will not intreat any Alteration of the right Line, 


and Liberties require it: And then there is 
Thidg in the Law of God or Nature: chat in 

Among us the Determination of the Supreme 
Power is certain enough, and when the Supreme 
Power has made ſuch a Determination, this Or- 


dinance of God muſt not be reſiſted, it muſt 
be ſubmitted - to for Conſcience ſake. We have 
the greateſt Reaſon to ſubmit to Acts of Settle. 
ment, becauſe theſe are the Methods which. the 
Divine Providence hath given us, -Whereby we 


may be ſecured from thoſe bloody Contentions 


that ariſe from the dubious Title of Princes, amfl 
from deſtructive Principles, wherein ſorne of them 


my be engaged to the Ruine of the Nation. _ 


he Blood of the whole Kingdom was almoſt 
exhauſted in the Wars between the Houſes' of 


Lancaſter and York; ſo that ever ſince their Union, 
Which was above Two Hundred Years ago, the 
Nation has chiefly depended upon an Act of Set- 
Llement. . Ut nd C1409 Bo og IH 2 i 12117 
It was ſo much inſiſted upon in the happy 
rene 
DAR f ee there - 


— 


n 


— — 


9 the Oath of Abjuration. 


thereof/it was made High Treaſon to deny the 
Power of the Parliament, to Order and Limit t 
Succeſſton of the Crown. * 
Indeed ſhe had no Occaſion to make any particu 
lar Act of Settlement, becauſe the Proteſtant Heir 
was next in the right Line; but ſhe ſaw it ne- 
ceſſary to maintain this Right of the Legiſlative 
Power, that ſhe might be ever provided againſt 
all Caſualties. This ſufficiently ſhows the Judg: 
ment of that Princeſs; of the Nobility, Clergy, 
and Gentry, of thoſe times, which were the beſt 
the Nation has had in any Age, © 
If we do not ſuppoſe this deciſive Power, in 
our Legiſlatours, to determin the Succeſſion of 
the Crown, we make them uncapable of preſery- 
ing in Peace thoſe People, whom God hath com- 
mitted to their Charge. | 

Shall they ſee God's true Religion finking,thePeo- 
ple falling into Confuſion upon the Death of their 
Prince, yet Prince and People together, be able to 
do nothing to prevent it? Certainly the Supreme 
Power may do as much to preſerve a Nation, as 
a private Gentleman may to preſerve his Family. 

We cannot ſuppoſe ſuch Weakneſs in the Or- 
dinance of God, that it ſhou d not be ſufficient 
to the Purpoſes for which it was appointed. 
God may We! 
to deſtroy us for our Sins, as he does the moſt 
uſeful Elements ef Fire and Water; and we 
ought by all honeſt Means to fly from their diſ- 
pleaſure, as we wou d keep our ſelves out of Fire 
and Water: but to ſay _ God has not g 2 


indeed perinit the Supreme Powers 


iven 


4 


* * 0 * 
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tho Supreme Powers ſufficieat Authority for the 
Preſervation of the People, is to Impeach the 
Wiſdom of the Divine Ordinance. 3 
We Reproach a Man with Folly and Weak- 
neſs if he undertakes a Deſign for which he is in- 
fufficient; but the Government which God has 
ordained muſt never be reproached as unable to 
provide for the publick Safety. The Power of 
God is oſten abuſed by thoſe to whom it is com- 
mitted, but tis never deficient for his Pur- 


This Supream Power is over all Cauſes, and 
over all Perſons whatſoever; all Humane Rights 
are ſubject to it; when that has determin'd a 
Cauſe there is no remainder left. Aſter a Right 
has been decided in an Inferiour Court, it may Gal 
continue, and be reſtor d by a Superiour Court: 
but when a Right is decided by the Supreme 
DOG # he be tee = becauſe _ is no fur- 
her Appeal. Supreme Judicatures take away all 
Claim; and if the Perſon ſhould ever be reltor'd,. 
it muſt be by giving a new Right to him who. 
had utterly loſt it before. N 
When this Legiſlative Power exerts it ſelf, all 
Oppoſition ought to fink under it: And therefore, 
if the pt Prince of Wales had never ſo 
much Right by bis Birth, yet thoſe ta whom 
God hath. committed that Power may extinguiſh 
his Right. Or elſe they wou'd nat have a Suffi- 
ciency. of Means to preſerve the People under 


their Charge in the Enjoyment of their Religion 
and Liberty. r 3 Wy 21 %% % 


bel the Oath of Abjuration. | 15 
Wherefore we may Solemnly and Sincerely gi 
declare, that we do believe in our Con 
that the Perſon pretended-to be Jae, of Wales, 
8 — Life 9 ere, . and — 
is Deceaſe pretending to be, and taki 
ſelf the Stile and Titleof King Feed by the the 
Name of James the III. To not any Right or 
Title whatſoever to the Crown of this Realm, or 
any other the Dominions thereunto belonging. 


— 1 
* — 


* 
1 


That all Obe nam wit iſ 
Divine Providence and the Legiſtative 


* 


"I * not — Toad — — to * 
en again whom 

nor againſt his Authority whoſe Vicegerents they 
are: Or if they did, all wou'd be in vain. For 
ftill God will govern the World, and daſh in 
ieces all Deſigns that are againft him. If Kin 
intended that our Oath of Al wr 
-oblige us to him, though God had | Provi- 
dence removed him to France, ane his 
Government, and placed another Prince — 
Throne, yet it cou'd have no ſuch Obligation, 
ſince it had been Imp ious in us to reſiſt 
den Ordinance of God, of plot the Deſt 


„ „„ * 


— 


3 


Principles for. the taking 


— « 


of him whom God had ſet r We muſt let 


God alone to govern the World; *Tis our Duty 
to ſubmit to the Prerogative of Divine Provi- 
dence: The Irregularities of Men, and the Judg- 
ments of God are ſo various, that we can never 
be tied up to one ſtate of the World as if it wou'd 
be Immutable, or ever cowd be made ſo. As for 
example-in Poland. oo oe fo. 

God permits a Prince by the Temptation of a 
Crown, to forſake his true Religion, withdraws 
the Reſtraints of his Grace, gives him up to his 
Luſts and Paſſions, ſo that he invades the Domi- 
nions of an Inoffenſive Neighbour, and deſtroys 
the Poſſeſſions of an innocent People. For this 


him fly before the Arms of a Young victorious 
Sovereign; and fo turn the Hearts of his own 
Subjects, that even thoſe whom he obliged by 
his Apoſtacy, gave him up to the Will of his E- 
nemies3 If this ſhou'd be. ſo,” ſhall the Obligati- 
ons ofhis Subjects Allegiance he Eternal; and they 
for ever incapable of taking Oaths of. Fidelity to 


another King? 


We may admire the ſame Divine Providence 
renverſing a more noble, but miſtaken Zeal: God 
permits a Prince to forſake his true Religion for a 


glittering and Arbitrary Superſtition: To promote 
this, he willingly hazards his Crown, diſpences 


with the Intereſts of his Children and People; Sa- 


crifices all the Laws and Liberties of, his. King- 


doms to a foreign Tyranny. For this does God 


take his Crown. off, his Head, Inyeſts his People 


with 


does God by an over-ruling Providence make 


* 


Thi 
ſtan 


— * 


the Oath of Abjuratian. 


with greater Rights and Priviled ges than ever they 


enjoyed; and advances his Children to the Throne 
from which they fell. That as they continued 
ſincere to God, they might enjoy the bleſſed 
Fruits of their Sincerity : And being bred up un- 
der Difficulties, like their Glorious Predeceſſor 
Queen Elizabeth, they might have Fore Expe- 
rience to weild the Scepter ; and. to hold the Bal- 
ance of Europe, os 

© Certainly all this ought not to be encounter'd 
with an Immutable Obligation to reſiſt the Pro-. 
vidence of God: "Tis much more Religious to 
obſerve him, and be obedient to him in all his 


Diſpenſations, then to follow either the Stozcks or 


Eptcareans, as if the World was govern'd by an 
Iron Fate, or a Blind Chance. Too much Sen- 
ſuality makes Men lean to theſe. Opinions; they 
{ce not the inviſible Hand that over-rules All, 
nor are willing to acknowledge the Supreme Lord 


of this Life, ſeſt they ſhould think of his coming 


to Judge them in the Life to come. 

But this lays the greateſt Obligation af Allegi- 
ance upon every Pious Man; that he continues 
moſt faithful to his Prince, ſo long as he and his 
rgne have a Being : He will conſcientiouſly 

| by that Sovereiga, whom he knows to be 
God's Vicegerent, Inveſted by him- with that 
Authority he enjoys. But when the great Diſpo- 
ſer of Kingdoms, hath either taken him out of 
the World, or otherwiſe, taken from him the Go- 
vernment he had once given to him, then to 
maintain an Allegiance is to ſuppole that we take 
OIL. "SY o 


1 — 2 - - 
— * * 
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a 


quences; Cou'd ſuch Perſons 1 
dices of Education, and the 


an Oath againſt the Providence of God, and that 
we are bound not to be Subject to his Dominion 
over the World. 8 

Indeed, The Extravagancies of the laſt Age 
have driven many Men of Piety and Conſcience 
into Extreams: popular Tumults running 
down all Government, and at laſt ending in the 
barbarous Murder of the King, have made them 
maintain the Divine Right of Kings, and their 
Heirs, as the eternal Decree of Heaven, and that 
whatſoever comes to paſs in the World, we are. 
to ſtand by their Immutable Title. 
But all Extreme Opinions have diſmal Conſe- 


4. the Preju- 
tnels of Party, 
they wou'd ſoon fee that they fall into the ſame 
Miſchief which they wow'd avoid. 6 

The Providence of God has depriv'd a King of 
his Government, but ſtill they will have us oblig'd 
to maintain his Title, and to diſown-all other 
Authority. If this muſt be fo, then we muſt 
take the haſt fourteen Years only for times of Con- 
fuſion, wherein no Perſon was oblig'd in Conſct 
ence to obey thoſe Superiours which were ſet o- 
ver him; And if this Opinion had prevailed, the 
Common People might have done what they. 
pleas d, and every Man may ſtill do what is right 
in his own Eyes: till by ſuch a Liberty they 
bring her preſent Majeſty into the Condition 
her Royal Grandfather; The ſuppoſition of aa. 
Immutable Government, and oppoſition to the 


— — — — — 


Providence of God inſtead of preventing hay" 
© an 


— — 


the Oath of Ab juration. 
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and " = oof Fury gives us up to be devour d by 
the People. The deſign of the Oath of Abjurati- 
on is to ſupport the preſent Government, and 
the Succeſſion, as by Law eſtabliſhed, as far. as ic 
is poſſible by Human Endeavours, with Submiſ- 
fion to the Divine Providence. And therefore ac- 
cording to the Exigency of Affairs, requires ſe- 
curity from the Subject. | . 

A Foreign Prince has in deſpite of our Supreme 
Legiſlative Power, ſet up the pretended Prince of 
Wales, maintains him by open War againſt our 
undoubted Sovereign; We are therefore now re- 
quired to Renounce, Refuſe, and Abjure any Al- 
jance, or Obedience to him; That all thoſe 
have either the leading our Armies abroad, 
or the Inſtruction of the People at Home, may 
bear Faith and true Allegiance to Queen Anne, 
and her defend to the utmolt of their Power. 

do not abjure out of any particular Spighc 
to his Perſon, but for their own Preſervation ; 
and becauſe at the fame time they ſwear Alle- 
giance to her Majeſty, ſo that all Allegiance be- 
ing due to her, there can be no Allegiance due to 
him. Nor dothey abjure him in a Preſumption that 
they can be thereby too hard for the Providence 
of God, that he fhall not hereafter goyern the 
World as he B but here they undertake to 
do their Duties, and are always ready to ſubmit 
to his Will; This is that which Chriſtianity obli- 
2 nor is it in any wiſe contrary to the 
Sweetneſs of the Goſpel Temper. | 


Tis 
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- eſtabliſhed. The Nation has now had 


Tis certain that this Abjuration is not againſt 


the Providence.of God, but the plaineft Submiſſi- 
on to it, ſince tis regulated by Acts of Parliament, 
that Authority which God had has thought fit 
to place us under, and to which the Conſtitution 
-of our Nation requires us to be ſubjeQt. 
And we are fubje& for Conſcience ſake to 
their Authority, which is an Obligation that holds, 


tho there be no Evil in the Thing it ſelf that we 
abjure. Indeed, that which is Morally Evil, we 


for ever abjure upon its own Account; No Cir- 
cumſtances can alter the Nature of ſuch a thing; 
but that which we abjure, _ becauſe. the ſupreme 
Power ſees it neceſſary for the preſervation-of the 


People, we are oblig'd to, only by the Deter- 


mination of the Legiſlatours © _ 
Nor cou'd it be the Intention of the Legiſla- 
tours, that we ſhou'd take this Oath otherwiſe, 


than with Submiſſion to the Divine Providence, 


and their Authority. It is againſt our Duty to 
fuppoſe they wou d ſtrain the Subjects to go far- 
ther than God permits them to go, or that the Law- 
givers wou'd diveſt themſelves of their ſupream 


r which is almoſt inherent in them; to or- 


der and limit the Succeſſion of the Crown, fo that 
we are ſtill at Liberty to ſubmit to the over-rul- 
ing Providence of God, and all future Acts of the 
Supreme Legiſlative Power. TIA 
Next to the preſent Enjoyment of Peace, is the 
continuance of it; and therefore if we are now en- 
gaged to maintain the Succeſſion as it is by Law 
xperi- 

ence 


— 


— 
* 


the Oath of Ab juration. 


ence of the Wiſdom of their Legiſlators in provi- 
ding for the Continuance of Authority, notwith- 
ſtanding the death of their Prince : never had any 
Sovereign a more ſerene Acceſs to the Throne, than 
her preſent Majeſty, and all the preſſing Neceſſi- 
ties of the Nation have been ſupply'd, as if there 
had been no Interruption. 3 
But becauſe Mortality will not ſuffer this to be 
perpetual in one Perſon, therefore it is declared, 
that for default of Iſſue of her Majeſty, then the 
Succeſſion ſhall be to the Princeſs Sophia, Elec- 
toreſs and Dutcheſs Dowager of Hanover, and the 
x ack of her Body, 1 * Proteſtants. So that 

ere can be no ſecret Reſervation of any Perſon 
that might put in by a nearer lineal Deſcent, ſince 
we refer to thoſe very Acts of Parliament, which 
2 7 the Succeſſion of the Crown from every 

apilt, 5 | | 

Thus by the Bleſſing of God, and under him 
by the Care of our Legiſlators, England may be 
preſerv'd in the Poſſeſſion of her Religion, her 
Laws, and Liberties; not only for the preſent, 
but for future Generations. gg 


ad. CW 4 * ah _ 


2 


fy Principle IV. 
That we ought freely and willingly to ſwear to 
the 1 of that which we believe 
to be for the Publick Good. ; 
"HE Subſtance of the Oath is contain'd in 
. theſe Three * 1. Allegiance ** 
X 4 a> 
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have the French Kin 
mall. Whatever Shams may be ſet about to 


7 2. Abjuration of the pretended Prince 
"of Wates. 


The Succeſſion in the Houſe of 
Hanover. And in theſe, very near the whole 
Nation is unanimouſly agree. 

Never was there ſuch: a 1 Demonſtration 
of Love and Joy, as upon her Majefties Corona- 
tion: The Cities and Towns of the Kingdom 
had ſo many new Inventions'to expreſs their Af. 
feftions, that we may be affurd they did nor Act 
by Form and Cuſtom. There were not only Ad- 
dreſſes from all the Counties and Parliament - 
Towns in Exgland, againſt the Prince 
of Wules, but a Conteſt among them who 
fhowd moſt highly declare their 'Reſentments. 
And, indeed the Number of thoſe who wou'd 
ſet him over us is very 


make a Party; Tis only the Number of thoſe 
who are ready to ſacrifice their Eſtates, and cut 
their own Throats, which few Gentlemen can be 
ſuſpected willing to do. | 5 A 5 

-  Thenearer Things are to us, the more they af- 
fect us; and therefore the Succefſion that cannot 
take place ſo long as we enjoy the Happineſs of 
her Majeſties Government, is not yet got into the 
Conſideration of the Common People; but all 
thoſe who can foreſee the diſmal Scene of Civil 
War, the Deſolations of a Kingdom already 
broken into fo many Parties, are highly ſenſible 
of the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of our Legiſlators, 
in making an Act of Settlement, not only the 
Force of the French King, but the Fraud of _- 


not only the Pretences of many Popiſh Princes be- 


—_— 
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Inſinuators made it neceſſary, for if we had been 
left at Random upon the Death of her Majeſty, 


yond Sea, who are unknown to our People, but 
the Intrigues of thoſe who wou'd overthrow our 
Conſtitution, muſt have caſt us into the utmoſt 
Diſtraction and Confuſion. And therefore we are 
oblig'd to diſcloſe, and make known to her Ma- 
jeſty, and her Succeſſors, all Treaſons and Trai- 
terous Conſpiracies which we ſhall know to be 


againſt her; or any of them; to Support, Main- 


tain, and Defend the Limitation and Succe ſſion 
of the Cron. We MEI: 
All this in general, and by is con- 
tained in the Oath of Allegiance, but more parti- 
cular and expreſs Engagements are neceſſary at 
this time, now we are under the Grand Struggle 
whether all the Nations of Europe ſhall fall under 
an univerſal Slavery, or have an Univerſal Liber- 
ty.. England is to have a chiet Hand in the De- 
iverance, but Exgland is to be taken off by a 
Party for the pretended Prince of Wales; we are 
therefore at this time under the greateſt Obliga- 
tions to Abjure hi. 5 
Nor can it be deny'd to be highly reaſonable, 
that all thoſe to whom her Majeſty commits her 
Authority, and to whom the Laws and Learning 
of the Nation are intruſted, ſhou'd gow give Ja- 
tisfaction, that they believe theſe things to be for 
the publick Good, and that they are willing to 
maintain the Conſtitutions of the ſupreme Legiſ- 
lative Power. --- If any Man ſuffer as a a 
| er - © t 
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let him not be aſham'd: But why ſhow'd we load 
Chriſtianity with needleſs and intolerable Difficul- 


ties? Why ſhou'd a private Perſon ſet up himſelf 
for a Judge of all the intricate Deſcents of Inheri- 
tance, and the Claims of Contenders, againſt pub- 


lick Authority ? 83 he has neither the Light 


of Nature; nor Divine Revelation, nor the Pre- 
rogative of Providence to keep him in Counte- 
nance. But on the other h muſt have a re- 
luctance to deny a due Satisfaction to her Majeſty, 
and the repreſentative Body of the Kingdom, 
who now require us to maintain the Government, 
not only with our Purſes, but with Principles of 
Conſcience which are the moſt laſting, and beſt 
Aſſurance. : | 

It being therefore our Deſire that the Proteſtant 
Religion, the Liberties of the Nation, the peace- 
able Reign of our preſent Sovereign, and the Suc- 


ceſſion as by Law eſtabliſhed, ſhou'd be pre- 


ſerv'd, if there were any thing in the Oath of Ab- 
juration prejudicial to theſe Purpoſes, we cou'd 
not. freely and willingly ney. with it. 
But ſince tis all in order to ſuch Publick good, 
we do plainly and ſincerely acknowledg and ſwear, 
without any Equivocation, Mental Evaſion, or 
Fcret Reſervation whatſoever, that according to 
the ＋ Words and Common Senſe of this 
Oath, We will bear true Alliegiance to her Majeſty 
«pon the true Faith of Chriftians, ' 


i 


1 
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POSTSCRIPT 


1 Reader ma cha expect ſome AG. 
count why ER, after the Act of 


Parliament Arty it 5 gh Treaſon to deny the Au- 
thority of ab. Se Power to ſettle the Suc- 
2 of the _ a 10 + 5 pans Tus 
ne to extmeuiſh the Title ary Queen 

2 a Tealous P apiſt, and 2 confirm King 
James who was Hay next Proteſtant Succeſſor, 
and whoſe Intereſt ſhe ever ſupported, according 
to the Settlement which the Divine Providence 
had made in Scotland. 
Her Reaſons are beſt given by her ſelf, who 
from the beginning ( when the Queen of Scots de- 
fired by Li Matos” — 8 Queen Elizabeth wou'd 
by Authority of Parliament, declare her the Heir 


Apparent, in Caſe ſhe ſhow'd have no Iſſue) Let 
her know that, The People ( ſach is their Incon- 


« fancy ) in a e of thiogs preſent, do look 
E Gi Sun and leave the Setting: And the 
* deſigned Succeſſors themſelves are not able to 
„limit their own and other's wicked Hopes, 
< within the Bounds of Equity and Reaſon. So 
that if ſhe ſhow'd Confirm the Succeſfion, ſhe 
< ſhord quite cut off her own Security, and in 
her life time lay her own Winding- Sheet before 
her Eyes; yea make her own Grave while ſhe 
Shvech and ooketh on. 


E | Whe- 


— hilt. dit. AA. atten r — 
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Whether theſe continued to be her Sentiments 
to her dying day; or whether afterwards ſbe did 
not keep off a Bill of Settlement, out of Political 
Reaſons to keep up the Ballance of Europe, no 
mortal Man can tel} ; for we have ag Account hy 
Mr. Camden in the fifteenth Year of her Reign, 
that the French King favour'd the Queen of Scots, 
leſt being forſaken by him ſhe ſhou?d cloſe with 
the Spaniards, and ſo at length the moſt, Potent 
Kingdoms of England, Scotland and Ireland, ſhou'd- 
by her be joyn'd in a League of Amity with Spain, 
to the endangering of France. And again, In the 
ſame Year he tells us, that when the Duke of Alva 


— 


promis'd Auxiliary Forces to the Scots that were 
of the Queen's Party, both ſhe was kept in cloſer 


Cuſtody (the Spaniard being the more dreadful 
Enemy) and the Affection of the French King 
by little and little waxed cold towards her. 
__ *Tis probable to keep Europe in different Ex- 
Qations, ſhe wou d not make an Excluſion of 
er, and a Settlement of her Son, and though 
when Dangers became more preſſing, ſhe ſuffer d 
her to be condemn'd, ſhe might never intend to 
have her executed: However ſhe took care in the 
thirteenth Year of her Reign, that very Lear 
when Pope Pius publiſhed his Bull of Excommu- 
nication upon the Gates of the Biſhop of London's 
Palace (depoſing her from her Kingdom, and ab- 
ſolving all her Subjects from their Allegiance) to 


aſcertain the Parliamentary Power to diſpoſe of 
the Crown under pain of High Treaſon, as the 
only Security againſt the moſt formidable At- 

Fi. | tempts. 


2 
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tempts. Which did not take place till theQueen 
of Scots was taken out of the way, and then the 
the very Year after, came the invincible Armada 
by which the Nation fell into ſuch Hazard as it 


never before had done, all the time of her prudent 


Government. 

This is certain, In the time of her Vigour, 
it might be moſt Political to keep the Succeſſion 
undetermin'd, and for the fourteen laſt Years of 
her Reign, ſhe had a Proteſtant Heir of Courſe, 
however ſhe might omit to confirm him by A& 
of Parliament for the Reaſons before alledg'd. 
Though this moſt highly recommends the Obli- 
ations of Queen Anne to us, who is ſo much a- 


pleas'd to give, that ſhe does not only think fit to 
Confirm her Succeſſion, but commands her to be 


publickly pray'd for all over her Kingdom. How- 


ever we may deſerve it, yet ſhe reſolves to be 
a Mother to her People, and deny them nothing 
that may conduce either to their Security or Sa- 
tisfaftion. * 

May we repay her kindneſs in a moſt Conſci- 
10us Obedience, owning her Authority from 
God, and obeying her Commands, as the Com- 
mands of that Supreme Parent which he has ſet 
over us: Such an Obedience in all things which 
are not contrary tothe Word of God, and known 
Laws of this Kingdom, will make us the moſt 


happy People both in Church and State. 


ve the Reaſons which Queen Elizabeth was 
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